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Rose Finn-Kelcey, The Restless Image: a discrepancy between the seen position and the 
felt position, 1975. Tate. Purchased 2002. Image courtesy the Estate of Rose Finn-Kelcey 
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About Rose Finn Kelcey 
Rose Finn-Kelcey was an 

imaginative and inventive artist. She 
used lots of different materials to create 

her art work so each piece was different to 
the others. She believed that a work of art 

could be made of anything, it could be a one- 
woman performance, a huge flag or even 

a vending machine. 

She was fascinated with the 
ways we are shaped by what we believe 

in and invited audiences to use their 
imagination to explore ideas 

in her art. 

Her work in this exhibition includes 
photography, electronics, video, 

sculpture and performance. 

What do you think now?
Now you have seen the 

exhibition, what do you think? Are 
your thoughts different to before 

you looked around the show?

Take a few moments to write 
or draw something and then 
check to see what you did at 

the beginning.

Sounds and symbols
A grapheme is a written symbol 

that represents a sound. 

This can be a single letter like a       
or a sequence of letters like ure

Rose used graphemes to write down 
the sounds made by magpies. 

When we say a sound, this is a phoneme. 
When we write the letter, this is a grapheme

She also comissioned French and Welsh 
translations of these sounds for part of her 

performance. How different do you think 
the magpie will sound in French? 

Put letters together to make the sounds 
around you and see what you create.

Did you know?
Look closely and you’ll see that 

magpies aren’t simply black and white! 
Many of their feathers have a glittering 
sheen, so in different light you will see 

green, blue and purple feathers 
shining from a magpie’s tail. 

Magpies are intelligent birds that often 
decorate their nests with shiny 

wrappers and bits of foil. No one is 
quite sure why they do this.

Do you know?

Memory and imagination
Have you ever imagined 

something in your head and not been 
able to draw it? Bringing something to 
life that no one has ever seen before 

can be a tricky thing to do. 

Try to draw something from your 
imagination. Imagine each detail of the 
picture. Ask yourself about each part of 
the image and then answer with words. 

The more details you can describe in 
words before you start drawing, the 

closer your picture will be to 
your imagination.
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Stay quiet and 
listen. Cup your 

hands behind your 
ears. What different 
sounds can you hear 

around you? 


